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concept of right can only be grasped when it is viewed in relation to the 
self-conscious person as the ultimate criterion and ground of all values. 

The second and larger work deals with the conception of Right in a some- 
what broader way and gives its history in more detail. Professor del 
Vecchio discusses with acuteness and learning the question of the rela- 
tivity of right and of the relation between the various ways of regarding it 
and the historical conditions which have determined these. He insists 
upon the distinction between the matter or empirical content of the notion, 
which is largely dependent upon sociological and other phenomena, and 
varies with them, and the form, — the idea of right as such, — which is con- 
stant and is the logical prius of all our experience of particular rights. The 
author gives full credit to the historical school for introducing the notion of 
an historical development into the study of the theory of jurisprudence, but 
he claims that there is required a philosophical as well as a scientific exami- 
nation into its fundamental notions, and maintains it to be essential to clear 
thinking that the logical priority of the idea of right to its empirical mani- 
festations should be fully recognized. 

E. Ritchie. 

A New Interpretation of Herbarf s Psychology and Educational Theory 
through the Philosophy of Leibniz. By John Davidson. Edinburgh 
and London, W. Blackwood and Sons, 1906. — pp. xviii, 191. 

This treatise, which was the author's thesis for the degree of Doctor of 
Philosophy, " is an attempt to give a general and . . . a new interpretation 
of Herbart's psychological and educational doctrines, and to show in par- 
ticular, first, that Herbart's psychological standpoint is the only intel- 
ligible and workable standpoint for the practical teacher ; and second, that 
from this standpoint such definite connotations can be given to the terms 
soul or mind, knowing, feeling, desiring, will, interest, and habit, that the 
terms so connoted become scientific and guiding concepts for educational 
practice. ' ' 

The work falls into three parts : Part one, including Chapters II, III, IV, 
is an exposition of the Leibnizian philosophy and its implicit psychology, 
which, in the author's opinion, rather than the Kantian philosophy, fur- 
nishes the true standpoint for the interpretation of Herbart ; part two 
(Chapters V-IX) considers Herbart' s concept of the soul, theory of presenta- 
tion, theory of feeling, theory of desire, theory of will ; part three (Chapters 
X-XIII) explains the bearings of Herbart's psychology on educational 
theory. The principal conclusions of this part are: (1) "Apperceptive, 
many-sided ' interest ' is a psychological organon or instrument of soul-life 
produced through habituated knowing activities ; (2) curricula must be 
determined, not by the so-called formal disciplinary value of subjects, but 
by environment and practical interests ; (3) individuality must be en- 
couraged and strengthened by a state-regulated differentiation of the educa- 
cation suitable for different individuals and communities in the state ; (4) 
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the principle of 'interest,' as pointing to the most definite and intelligible, 
and the highest kind of self-realization, must take precedence of the prin- 
ciple of ' self-realization.' " 

The work is well written, and should prove of interest to students of 
educational theory who have philosophical training. Its practical bearings 
are too remote, and its subject matter is too difficult to be of direct benefit 
to the practical teacher. 

D. R. Major. 

Ohio State University. 
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